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• Prior to 2017 reduction in the number of vessels although,

individually, more profitable;

• In 2017-2019 we cannot say this;

• In 2019 profitability went down quite intensively.

• However, the EU fleet is profitable and is expected to be in 2020-21.

In four sentences
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Let’s talk about

2019 (or year t)
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Total vessels

73 983
Fishers

129 540 EUR 3 370 M
Contribution to GDP

FLEET CREW GVA

Inactive

77%
Active

71%
FTE

63%
Labour

Capital

EU 27

2019

4.0 M tonnes EUR 6.1 billion
Landings Value of landings
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Total vessels

-1.4%
Fishers

-4.1% -10.7%
Contribution to GDP

FLEET CREW GVA

%78
Active

%72
FTE

%63
Labour

EU 27

2019 vs 2018

-9.6% -6.2%

Value of landingsLandings
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Active vessels

42 838
Fishers

62 650 EUR 678 M
Contribution to GDP

FLEET CREW GVA

LSF

75%
SSCF

48%
SSCF

20%
SSCF

71%

LSF

EU 27

2019

SSCF

Landings
Value of landings

0.22 M tonnes EUR 0.96 billion

47%

9%

DWF

5%

DWF
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Active vessels

-2%
Fishers

-3.2% -1.5%
Contribution to GDP

FLEET CREW GVA

%78
Active

%72
FTE

%63
Labour

EU 27

2019 vs 2018

-8.1% +0.4%
Value of landingsLandings

SSCF
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%63
Labour

EU-27

LSF vs. SSCF vs. DWF

2019

➢ Overall, LSF and SSCF’s profitability margins go down. But:
➢ SSCF: In the MED, BS and NSEA up;
➢ SSCF: SWW and  NWW down;
➢ SSCF: Baltic almost collapses. 
➢ LSF’s profitability down except in the Mediterranean.
➢ Gap in profitability between SSCF and LSF reducing.

➢ Average wages much higher in LSF, but SSCF values biased by mixed rents.

➢ DWF with only 0.4% of the fleet account for 14% of the landings (value and weight) and
aprox. 10% of the GVA.
➢ Profitability margins of DWF worsened compared to 2019.
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Let’s talk about

2020 (or year t+1)
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Nowcast 2020

Is not an Impact assessment of the COVID-19 on EU 
fisheries, is the usual AER nowcast.

Compared to 2019

➢ Landings decreased 1% in weight and 4% in value.
➢ GVA increased 1% and gross profit 9%.
➢ SSCF decreased 4 and 5%, GVA and GP respectively, while LSF increased by 3% and 11% 
➢ Fuel price decreased 21%.

Economic performance in 2020 was obtained by applying the observed and anticipated drivers and variables, where in this

case, COVID-19 is an important driver, but not the only one considered.

Challenging to differentiate what effects are directly related to the COVID-19 pandemic and to what extent

(e.g. fuel prices).
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Let’s talk about

2021 (or year t+2)
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Forecast 2021

Is not an Impact assessment of the COVID-19 + Brexit, is the usual AER forecast.

Compared to 2020 Compared to 2019

➢ Real prices relatively up (+1%)
➢ Fuel costs up (16%).
➢ Activity moderately affected
➢ Landings (-1.8%); Value of Landings 

(-0.8%).
➢ Gross profit (-6.9%)

➢ Real prices relatively constant
➢ Fuel costs down (-6.7%).
➢ Activity severely affected: 
➢ Landings (-2.8%); Value of landings

(-3.6%).
➢ Gross profit (-14.3%)

No recovery for SSCF and LSF in 2021 compared to 2019 and 2020
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TCA

(Brexit)
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TCA (TACs and quotas 2021-2025)

ΔTAC
• Advise excluded

Quota
• Relative stability

• The Hagues
preferences

Quota variation
excluding the
effect due to

advice

Effect

• Total value of the
nominal quota

• Total value of the
used quota

Total value of the 
used quota

Economic impact
by MS

EUR 42.3 million*

38 880 tonnes*

2021

2021

*Final quotas of
Herring 4ab
Herring 4cxb7d
Not correct
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FUEL



AER 2021

FUEL

Static Towed

128 85

DFN 131 DFN 133

VL0006 260 VL1218 139

VL0010 104 VL1824 153

VL0612 416 VL2440 113 DRB 118 TM 21

VL1012 99 FPO 210 VL0010 58 VL1012 1309

FPO 87 VL1218 298 VL0612 497 VL1218 39

VL0006 223 VL1824 79 VL1012 55 VL1824 71

VL0010 96 VL2440 2256 VL1218 59 VL2440 24

VL0612 382 HOK 129 VL2440 2600 VL40XX 19

VL1012 66 VL1218 228 DTS 166

HOK 189 VL1824 173 VL0010 163

VL0006 550 VL2440 102 VL0612 741

VL0010 168 MGO 141 VL1012 150

VL0612 966 VL0006 306 VL1218 373

VL1012 125 VL0010 89 VL1824 311

PG 44 VL0612 419 VL2440 135

VL0006 172 VL1012 36 VL40XX 58

VL0010 49 VL1824 178 PS 51

VL0612 129 MGP 33 VL0006 386

VL1012 24 VL0010 14 VL0010 75

PGO 215 VL1012 19 VL0612 116

VL0006 455 VL1218 86 VL1012 43

VL0010 133 VL1824 135 VL1218 40

VL0612 292 PGP 193 VL1824 49

PGP 252 VL1218 247 VL2440 59

VL0006 260 VL1824 258 VL40XX 107

VL0010 133 VL2440 179 TBB 332

VL0612 425 PMP 136 VL0010 120

VL1012 98 VL1218 114 VL1012 140

PMP 153 VL1824 162 VL1218 191

VL0006 145 VL2440 48 VL1824 294

VL0010 157 VL2440 391

VL0612 221 VL40XX 355

VL1012 82

92

Demersal Pelagic

Total EU

62

SSCF

Static

LSF

6092

Litres per landed tonne Intensity and efficiency
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Trawlers
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Trawlers

Landed value Landed weigth
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DTS

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
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DTS

27%

19%

16%

14%

6%

4%

4%
4%

3% 2%

Weight
ESP

DNK

SWE

FRA

ITA

PRT

IRL

DEU

POL

NLD

OTH

26%

20%

20%

8%

5%

5%

4%

4%
4%

2%

Value

ESP

ITA

FRA

DNK

IRL

PRT

GRC

DEU

SWE

NLD

OTH

35%

Spain
Italy
France

26%

Spain
Denmark
Sweden
France
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Take home messages

➢ Economic performance down although profitable (some exceptions such as the SSCF in the Baltic).

➢ COVID-19, effects not clear. Because other costs (e.g fuel prices changed).

➢ In any case anticipated differences among SSCF (seem to be more affected) and LSF

➢ We had specific chapters on trawlers, fuel, Brexit,…

➢ It is not easy to handle (too) many specific chapters…,

➢ Because our priority is to have the best data as possible and provide the best overview.
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The End


